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as an
intern
architect.

SPECIAL SECTION
FOCUS ON DESIGN

Portland's
reputation for
creativity has hit
new levels.
INSIDE YOUR DJC

Green gets beyond buildings
with LEED-ND plIot program

Portland developers
sign on for the
smart-growth program
that starts this week

BY ALISON Ryan
alison. ryan@djcOregon.com

Pearl District condominium towers. An
affordable homes project in Northeast
Portland. An art museum-adjacent “vertical
neighborhood.” A yet-to-be-built hnury
apartment high-rise along the Park Blocks.
Totally different projects— but common ele-
ments like easy transportation access and
close services got them all into the LEED for
MNeighborhood Development pilot pro-
gram, which the U.S. Green Building
Council will kick off this week.

“You can have a tower or an 800-acre
development,” said Terry Miller, who's
hedding Portland consulting firm Green
Building Services' new LEED-ND business
unit. “Both can get certified.”

The LEED-ND pilot, which will include
about 300 participants nationwide, is a
more comprehensive look than existing
LEED certification programs for buildings
and interiors. Smart, environmentally con-
scious, infrastructure-related development
is rewarded. Prerequisites include close
public transportation, use of an infill or pre-
viously developed site, and nearby services
like stores, schools, banks and restaurants.

“If you do any infill development that has
services that are walkable and has access to
ransportation, you will do well in LEED-
ND," Miller said.

In Portland, where access to public trans-
portation is notable and many potental
building sites are part of already-existing

See LEED, Page 3
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The Hiot Tower, a 223-unit condominium building at Southwest 10th Avenue and Jefferson Street, is among
the Portland participants in the LEED for Neighborhood Development pilot program. An introductory telecon-
ference for program participants is this week.

Home builders face steep learning curve

A new law requires all Oregon contractors to seek continuing education

BY LieBY TUCKER
libby tucker@djcOregon.com

When fall rolls around, many Oregon
contractors could be headed back to school
thanks to a law passed by the 2007
Legislature.

House Bill 2654 requires continuing edu-
cation for all licensed builders in Oregon.

And 1o meet the need, the Northwest

College of Construction, an industry-spon-
sored school for apprenticeship and con-
finuing education in Portland, in
September will start a building envelope
training program for contractors.

“We're responding to a need in the indus-
try,” Dan Graham, president of the
Northwest College of Construction, said.
“It's a big problem, homes are being built
that aren’t being built correctly, and the cost

to homeowners and builders needing to
come back and do warranty work is sub-
stantial.”

The law is the result of recommendations
made to the Legislature by the state-com-
missioned construction claims task force,
which was charged with finding a solution
that would limit lawsuits resulting from
construction defect claims.

See CLAIMS, Page 7
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City design panel
tackles Mirabella
and surroundings

The design of the 30-story Mirabella
retirement home drew plaudits from
the Portland Design Commission on
Thursday, but panelists ripped the
city's work on a South Waterfront park.

PAGE 2

Governor signs

prevailing wage
bill into law

Oregon Gov. Ted Kulongoski on
Friday signed House Bill 2140, requir-
ing pravailing wage to be paid on all
construction projects that receve
$750,000 or more of public money.

The law is meant to clarify when and
how prevailing wage should apply to
projects paid for with a mix of public
and private dollars. Affordable housing
projects and buildings in which less
than 25 percent of the square footage
is occupied by a public agency are
excluded from the requirement. (DIC)

Nevada firm plans
distribution center
for N.E. Portland

Nevada firm DP Partners will spend
$16 million to build a 262,640-square-
foot multitenant distribution center
called LogistiCourt in Northeast
Portland.

The Portland Development
Commission sold DP Partners the
property.

DP Partners expects to begin con-
struction in July with completion sched-
uled for early 2008.

DP's project architect is Group
Mackenzie and its general contractor is
Perlo McCormack Pacific. The leasing
agent for LogistiCourt is CB Richard
Ellis. The building does not yvet have
any tenants. (DJC)

PDC board picks
Rosenbaum as
chairman again

The Portland Development
Commission Board of Commissioners
last week reelected Mark Rosenbaum
chairman.

Commissioner Sal Kadri was reelect-
ed secretary, and Bertha Ferrdn was
reelected acting secretary, all by unank
mous vote, (DIC)

Seattle council
votes to preserve
historic buildings

Seattle may designate 38 downtown
properties as historic landmarks, The
Seattle Times reported Thursday.

The landmark designations would
protect older buildings from demalition.
Downtown zoning recently allowed
developers to build taller high rises,
making the protection of older build-

ings a priority, city councilor Peter
Steinbrueck told the newspaper.

The city paid a consulting firm
£200,000 to compile a list of 100
properties that was later narmowed
down to the 38 finalists. (DUC)







